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BANGLADESH 


OPPOSITION PARTIES HOLD JOINT CONFERENCE 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 8 Dec 80 pp 1, 12 


[Text] The two-day National Democratic Convention (Jatiyo Ganotantrik Convention) 
of four opposition political parties began in Dacca at the Rama Green on Sunday 
with a declaration that they would forge unity to form a single party which would 
take the final shape at the convention. 


The components of the convention are: NAP (Mirza Zahid), JAGMUI, Gano Front and a 
faction of the UPP which is in favour of the merger. 


Addressing the inaugural session the speakers pledged to forge greater unity among 
the patriotic and democratic forces to establish democracy and exploitation-free 
society in the country. They also called upon the people to resist the local 
agents of the “imperialist and expansionist forces" to consolidate national 
independence and sovereignty. 


Mr Nurul Huda Mirza, Convenor of the convention presided over the function and 
Haji Mohamed Danesh inaugurated it. Mr. Sirajul Hussain Khan Mr. Mohammad Toaho 
MP of Bangladesher Shaymabadi Dal, Mr Tajul Islam of Bangladesh Chhatra League 
(Prodhan) Mr Bimal Biswas and Mr Iqbal Hussain Vice-President of the student front 
of the Jatiyo Ganotantrik Convention addressed the meeting. 


Haji Danesh called upon the patriotic forces of the country to foil the evil 
design of those conspirators who are trying to foil the country's independence and 
sovereignty. 


Mr Nurul Huda Mirza said that the main aim of the Jatiyo Ganotantrik Convention was 
to resist and remove the bureaucratic, feudal and comprador forces of the country. 
The changes of governments during the last ten years did not change the fate of 

the people of the country, he said. 


Mr Sirajul Hussain Khan explaining the purpose of the convention said that four 
political parties had been united together to give its political programmes. 


The delegates who came from different areas of the country later brought out a big 
procession which paraded some of the city streets. 


The inaugural session was followed by a cultural functicn. 


cSO: 4220 














TEXT OF FOREIGN MINISTER'S SPEECH ON PALESTINE 


Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 8 Dec 80 pp 5, 6 


[Speech by Professor M. Shameul Huq, minister for Foreign Affairs, Government of 
the People's Republic of Bangladesh, at the Institute of Law and International 
Affairs 6 Dec 80) 


[Text] Tt te indeed a matter of great personal satisfaction for me to have the 
opportunity of addressing this distinguished gathering on one of the crucial prob- 
lems of the contemporary world, namely the Problem of the Palestinians. My sin- 
cere thanks go to the members of the Bangladesh Institute of Law and International 
Affairs for organizing the meeting. We are today passing through a most critical 
juncture in the history of the world, in particular of the Islamic World. We can- 
not help recalling with deep dismay and anguish that the fundamental values and 
human rights which form the basis of the very existence of our civilized planet 
stand in jeopardy. The flagrant injustice and naked aggression committed by the 
Zionist entity against a whole race, the Palestinians, constitute a gross viola- 
tion of human rights international law and the resolutions of the United Nations, 
the Non-aligned Movement and the Islamic Conference. The Zionist aggression is an 
affront to all humanity and a threat to world peace and security. The Palestinians 
are, indeed, the victims of a grim tragedy surpassing even the tragedy the Zionists 
suffered at the hands of the Nazis. Forcibly evicted from their own homeland they 
have been subjected to brutal atrocities aimed at their annihilation as a national 
entity. 


The problem of the Middle East is no doubt most complex and the events in the region 
tend to move with an often bewildering swiftness. During the last sixty years, a 
series of development, such as the now infamous Balfour Declaration, the subsequent 
creation of a Jewisrh state in spite of the protestations of the entire Arab 

World and the hurried withdrawal from Palestine of the British mandate authorities, 
the 1967 war and the October war of 1973, constitute the main episodes in the 
making of the tragic and chequered history of the Middle East. [as published] 


It would perhaps be appropriate to recapitulate briefly the events leading to the 
tragic eviction of the Palestinians from their ancestral homes. The Near East 
was for centuries under the Ottoman rule which ended with the collapse of the 
Ottoman Empire after the First World War. The Anglo-French Declraration of 1918 
guaranteed the establishment of national governments and administrations of their 
own choice by the peoples of this region. [as published] To the utter surprise 
and shock of these native populations, the two colonial powers divided this region 











and placed it under their colonial mandate. The origin of the Palestine problem as 
an internationel tesue thus lies in events occurring during and after the Firat 
World War, the Mandate was meant to be of a4 transitory nature until Palestine 
attained the status of a fully independent state. But, in fact, the mandate's 
nistorical evolution did not result in the emergence of Palestine as an independent 
mation. Britain, as the administrator of the mandate over Palestine, endorsed in 
L917 the Zionist aim of a Jewish national home (the Balfour Declaration). As a 
result, 4@ non-Arab and non-Mulsim community gradually established itself in the 
heart of the Arab world. The Palestinians, whose forefathers had inhabited this 
land for virtually the two preceding millenia were torced into exile and eventually 
the Zionist state was created in clear violation cf ve natural and inalienable 
national rights of the indigenous people of Palestine. 


Three decades ago, Che Palestinian people belonged to one country with its dis- 
tinctive geographical, political and cultural identity. During the subsequent 
years, the Zionist regime perpetrated new acts of aggression through annexation, 

by force, of additional Arab territories and unleashed a reign of terror, death 

and destruction, There are today about 4 million Palestinians che majority of whom 
are living in exile. More than 650,000 Palestinians live in squalid overcrowded 
camps scattered across the Middle East. This gifted race is blessed with a wide 
array of talents and has produced eminent artists, poets, doctors engineers and 
scholars. Their industry and zeal for learning has earned them both fame and 
respect in inteliectual and academic circles the world over. It is indeed most 
heart-rending that the vibrant Palestinian people are today deprived of their basic 
human rights. 


There have been various attempts to bring about a solution of the complex problem 
of the Middle East. The United Nations has been engaged in a continuing search 
for a solution to this problem which is potentially a major threat to world peace. 
In the course of this search, a large majority of the member states of the United 
Nations have recognized that the Palestine issue continues to lie at the heart of 
the Middle East problem and constitutes the most serious challenge to the fulfil- 
ment of the charter obligations of the UN for the preservation of international 
peace and security. 


Involvement of the ed Nations: Britain referred the problem of Palestine to 
the United Nations i» 1947. The UN General Assembly created the U.N. Special 
Committee on Palestine (UNSCOP) in May 1947 which produced a very complicated 
partition plan for Palestine--three Arab and three Jewish segments linked in a 

sort of economic union with Jerusalem under international trusteeship. This parti- 
tion plan was accepted by the Jews but naturally rejected by the Arabs, as it 
deprived the Palestinians of their right to fully exercise self-determination on the 
whole of their national soil. Fighting therefore started and in the October war of 
1948 Israel occupied further Arab lands. By the end of 1948, the war was virtually 
over. Palestine and Jerusalem itself had been partitioned by the verdict of arms 
and during che first half of 1949, armistice were effected between Israel and 

four Arab states--Egypt, Lebanon, Syria and Jordan. By 1949, the Zionists had 
secured their sovereign state by force and started consolidating their gains. The 
Arabs including the Palestinians launched an all out boycott of the illegally 
established Jewish entity in the heart of the Arab land. 


In 1967 Israel launched a full-scale aggression against Egypt Syria, Jordan the 
West Bank and the Gaza strip and occupied the whole of Palestine including 
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Jerusalem and parts of Egypt and Syria. The Zionist forces however did not rest 
after occupation of the Arab land forcibly; they started taking measures to change 
the physical demographic and cultural character of the Holy city of Jerusalem 

and establishing illegal Jewish settlements in the occupied territories with a view 
of judaization of the illegally occupied Arab territories. 


The Security Council called for the withdrawal of Israeli forces from the occupied 
territories and a just settlement of the "refugee" problem, but unfortunately 
failed to deal with the Palestine question directly (resolution 242 of November, 
1967). On May 21, 1968 the Security Council adopted resolution 252 affirming that 
all legislative and administrative measures and actions taken by Israel including 
expropriation of land and properties thereon, which tended to change the legal 
status of Jerusalem were invalid. The Council also called upon Israel to rescind 
all measures already taken and to desist forthwith from taking any further action 
which tended to change the status of Jerusalem. The Security Council reiterated 
this call in subsequent resolutions. 


The Palestinian Liberation struggle entered a new era in 1970 when a resolution 
was adopted for the first time by the General Assembly providing for the right of 
the Palestinian people to self-determination. In resolution 2628--(XXV) adopted 
on November 4, 1970, the General Assembly recognized that respect for the rights 
of the Palestinians was an indispensable element in the establishment of a just 
and durable peace in the Middle East. 


The Palestine problem entered a new phase in 1974 when the UN General Assembly 
adopted a resolution agreeing for the first time to deal with the question in 
its totality: not only in its humanitarian manifestations but also in its 
juridical and political contexts. 


The General Assembly went further by recognizing the Palestinian Liberation Organi- 
zation as the sole and legitimate representative of the Palestinian people. In 
October 1974, the General Assembly, considering that the Palestinian people were 
the principal party to the question of Palestine decided by its resolution 3210 
(XXIX) to invite the PLO, the representative of the Palestinian people, to partici- 
pate in the deliberations of the General Assembly on the question of Palestine. In 
the same year, the General Assembly reaffirmed the inalienable rights of the 
Palestinian people in Palestine including (i) the right to self-determination with- 
out external interference, (ii) the right to national independence and sovereignty 
and (iii) the right to return to their homes and property from which they had been 
displaced and uprooted. It also granted the PLO the status an observer and the 
right to participate in its deliberations in that capacity. [as published] 





We however note with great regret and disappointment that despite U.N. resolutions 
both in the Security Council and the General Assembly, Israel has continued to 
flout with impunity international opinion and move ahead with its illegal policy 

of judaization through building settlements in occupied Arab territories. This 
systematic disregard of the international low and opinion was put into the focus 

of world attention with the submission of a report in February, 1980 by the Com- 
mission of the Security Council established under resolution 446 (1979) to examine 
the situation relating to settlements in the Arab territories occupied since 1967 
including Jerusalem. [as published] On March 1, 1980 the Security Council adopted 
unanimously Resolution 465, the operative paragraphs of which stipulated that all 











measures taken by Israel to change the physical character demographic composition, 
ineatitutional structure or status of the Palestinian and other Arab territories 
occupied since 1960/7, including Jerusalem have no legal validity and chat the [srae!i 
policy and practices of setting parts of its population and new immigrants in those 
territories constituted a liargrant violation of the Forth Geneva Convention and a 
serious obstruction to achieving a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the 
Middle East. In its Resolution 478 of August 20, 1980 the Security Council cen- 
sured Israe! in the strongest terms for her enactment of the so-called “basic law" 
on Jerusalem which has altered or purported to alter the character and status of 

the Holy city and declared the “basic law" as null and void. 


This sinister Israeli move to make Jerusalem as her “eternal and undivided" 
capital under the cover of an illegal law is not only outargeous and preposterous 
it is also an affront to the sentiments of Muslims and Christians alike all over 
the World. [as published! This insolent and impetuous act on the part of Israel 
has awakened the [slamic world to a new sense of urgency for concrete action and 
determination. 


Palestine Problem and OIC: As you are aware, the idea of the Islamic Conference 
was born out of the Jerusalem issue at the First Islamic Summit Conference in 
Rabat in September 1969 convened following the desecration of the Holy Al-Aqsa 
mosque in August 1969 by the evil Zionist forces. Though the organization of the 
Islamic Conference has since grown and encompasses a whole gamut of socio- 
economic political and cultural matters, the Jerusalem and Palestine problem 
still continue to remain at the centre of its attention. [as published} 


The concern of the members of the OIC over the Palestine problem in general and 
the continued occupation of Jerusalem by Israel has led to certain concrete steps 
by them. At the 6th Islamic Foreign Minister's Conference of OIC held in Jeddah 
in 1975, a Permanent Committee on Jerusalem was created to coordinate efforts of 
the Islamic countries for the solution of the Palestinian problem including the 
restoration of the Holy city of Jerusalem to its Islamic and Arab sovereignty. 
Bangladesh was elected a member of the Jeruslaem Committee at the 9th Islamic 
Foreign Minister's Conference in Dakar. This Committee was upgraded to the 
Ministeria! level with the King of Morocco as its Chairman at the 10th annual 
meeting of the Islamic Foreign Ministers’ held Fez in 1979 at the instance of 

king khaled. (as published! As a further important step in this direction the 
Extraordinary Session of the Jerusalem Committee held in Casablanca in August 1980 
set up a 3-member Committee of Head of States consisting of the King of Morocco and 
the Presidents of Bangladesh and Guinea to evolve a new strategy to liberate 
Al-Quds Al Sharif and to restore to the Palestinians their inalienable national 
rights. 


The first meeting of the Summit Committee was held in Rabat on November 6-8, 

1980. The President of Bangladesh who has all alrong taken a keen personal interest 
in the Palestine problem presented a concrete action-plan for the solution of this 
problem. fas published] The Committee is scheduled to meet again shortly to 
finalize its strategy. 


Middle East Problem and the Non-aligned Movement; The Non-aligned Group also played 
an important role in efforts to find a just and durable solution of the Middle 
East problem. The Algiers meeting in 1974 inc!uded a comprehensive Declaration on 
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the Middle East demanding the unconditional! withdrowal of Israel from all occupied 
Arab territories and restoration of the Palestinian people's nacional rights inclu- 
ding their right to self-determination as indispensible pre-reffuisites for durable 
peace in the Middle East. [as published) 


The Colombo Meeting of 1976 stressed for the first time the Non-aligned countries’ 
support for the preservation of the national, religious and spiritual values of 
Jerusalem and regarded all annexation measures taken by Israe. as null and void, 
The Havana Summit of 1979 also reffirmed that no just and durable peace can be 
achieved in the Middle East unless the Palestinian question {is considered as the 
crux of the problem. [as published] It reaffirmed the right of the Arab countries 
and the PLO to continue their just struggle in all forms to achieve the liberation 
of their occupied territories and the realization of the inalienable rights of the 
Palestinian people and to take all steps to oppose all compromise solutions which 
ignore those rights. 





We are happy to note that there has been a very marked shift in the West European 
opinion towards the Palestinian issue in recent months. The European States now 
appear to be inclined to recognize the Palestinian right to se!f-determination. 
France has formally endorsed the participation of the PLO in the peace talks and 
the Palestinian people's right to self-determination and so has Belgium. The 

EEC also recently underlined t e importance of tle PLOs participation in any talks 
involving the Middle East issue. 


The position of Bangladesh on the Palestine issue has been clear and unambiguous. 
She has always expressed her complete solidarity with her Palestinian and Arab 
brethren in their struggle and lent her full support to their just cause of regain- 
ing from Israel all illegally occupied Arab territories including Jerusalem and 

the restoration of the inalienable national rights of the Palestinians including 
their right to a State of their own. This principled position has consistently 
been reflected in the Security Council the U.N. General Assembly, the Non-Aligned 
meetings, the Islamic Conference, and in our statements on various occasions. 
Bangladesh has been observing 21 August each year in a befitting manner as the Day 
of Jerusalem and Solidarity with the Palestinian people. This year, Bangladesh 
also issued a commemorative stamp on this occasion. The Hon'ble President of 
Bangladesh sent a special message to His Excellency Chairman Yasser Arafat reitera- 
ting Bangladesh's solidarity with her Palestinian brethren. [as published] A 
similar message was sent by the Bangladesh Foreign Minister to Mr. Farouk Kadhumi 
Head of the Political Department of the Executive Committee of PLO. 


We have time and again, underscored in no unmistakable terms the paramount impor- 
tance of the immediate vacation of israel from all illegally occupied Arab lands 
including Palestine Jerusalem that is Al-Quds Al-Sharif as a pre-requisite for a 
lasting and durable peace in the Middle East. 





Today, the need for closer cooperation among the members of the Islamic ‘Ummah, 
politically and economically, has assumed a new urgency. The success of the efforts 
of the world in general and the Islamic nations in particular for a comprehensive 
and just peace in the Middle East depends on our united efforts and determined will. 


I am confident that the day is not far off when the cause of justice will triumph, 
our Arab and Palestinian brethren will regain their lost lands and the legitimate 
rights of the Palestinian people will be fully restored to them. 


May Allah help and guide us along the path of victory, long live Bangladesh and 


Palestine friendship. ‘ 


cso: 4220 








BANGLADESH 


SCIENCE MINISTE« CALLS ENERGY PROBLEM ‘ACUTE’ 
Dacca THE BANGLAD®SH OBSERVER in English 8 Dec 80 pp 1, 12 


{Text} Dr R A Ghani State Minister for Science and Technology, said in Dacca on 
Sunday that the energy problem in the country was too acute and “we are stepping 
into a crisis level" soon reports ASS. 


He said this as due to noncommissioning of any new power generating plants during 
the last t« > years. 


The Minister was speaking as ° ef guest at a seminar on “utilisation of solar 
energy" held at the Chemistry | ecture Gallery at the Curzon Hall premises. The 
seminar was jointly sponsore © the Department of Applied Physics and Electronics 
and the Bose Centre for Advam. Judy and Research Dacca University. [as published) 


Prof M. S. Huq of Applied Physics Department was the key note speaker while Prof 
Fazlul Halim Chowdhury Vice Chancellor Dacca University was in the chair. Other 
speakers at the seminar were Prof S Z Haider Dr Sultan Ahmed Dr A Hasnat Prof 

A K M Siddiq Port Muhtasham Hossain and Prof A R Khan participated in the dis- 
cussions. [as published} 


Dr Ghani said that Bangladesh was in a take off state in research and development 
of solution of the energy problems depended on uti!isation of solar energy and 
the future solar energy which is also pollution free. 


The Ministercalled for starting immediately a pilot project in the Physics Depart- 
ment Dacca University to develop and fabricate solar cells for conversion of solar 
radiation directly into mechanical and electri- ent aspects of solar energy uti- 
ancial assistence to revitalise the Bose Centre for advance study and research. 
[as published] 


Prof M. S. Hus presented a detailed paper on the different spects of solar energy 
utilisation. [as published] 


Prof S. Z. Haider explained how solar energy could be converted for utilisation 
through inorganic complexes. 


Dr Suitan Ahmed briefly discussed on the gradual development of solar cells in dif- 
ferent countries and techniques and materials involved in it. He said that a 
project was being taken up by the Physics Department in collaboration with the 
Atomic Energy Commission for developing solar cells. 


CSO: 4220 




















PARLLAMENT PASSES DOWRY PROHIBITION LAW 


Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 13 Dec 80 pp 1, 8 


[Texc) The Jatiya Sangead on Friday passed the Bangaldesh Anti-Joutuk Bill, 1979 
to make provision for “protection and preservation of rights and dignity of women." 


It was the first private member's bill, moved by Mre Daulaton Nesea Khatun, a SNP 
member, passed by the second Pai! iament unanimously. 


The bill makes payment or receipt of dowry--different in meaning from ‘mohrana' ~~ 
by any party punishable by imprisonment of one year and with or without fine of 
Taka five thousand. 


Speaking on the bil., Leader of the House Prime Minister Shah Azizur Rahman said 
that the passage of the Bangladesh Dowry Prohibition Bill by the Parliament would 
be written in the history as a red letter day. 


He said that no law was permanent and there could be no stagnation in the legisla- 
tion. Laws were amended to suit the changing need of the society. 


He said that the Dowry Prohibition Bill was just the beginning of a war against 
the social malice. We shall make necessary amendments if necessary in due course 
according to the needs and requirements. “Let us consider the bill as a sheeb- 
anchor" of women's right, he said. 


The Prime Minister said that the bill would act as a moral booster to fight against 
the social menace. 





The Prime Minsiter said, “morality cannot be legislated. It can only be motivated." 
Asaduz zaman 

Leader of the Opposition Asaduzzaman Khan hailed the bill and said that those who 
had introduced the bill at the Parliament had good intentions. "I have my blessing 
for the bill,” he said. 


He, however, said that steps should be taken for effective implementation of the 
bill. 


Mr Khan thought that he did never oppose the Bill but thought that it should have 
been better framed. 

















Moving her bill Mra Daulaton Nessa Khatun asked the Opposition members to withdraw 
their amendments as they did not reflect the people's aspiration, 


In the statement of objects and reasons for introducing the Bill, the member in 
charge said that the demand for ‘Joutuk' at the time of marriage has become so 
rampant and so extensive in nature that it has emerged ae a national problem of 
immense dimension, This system has been of late widely criticised and there hae 
been 4 popular public demand for ite abolition. It is a social evil which cute at 
the root of an affectionate and loving relationship between the husband and the 
wife after marriage and has played a very vital role for breach of relation between 
them. 


Victims of this abhorable system are numerous and ite effect is excessively exten- 
sive in nature and dimension that many families have ruined themselves under ite 
cruel clutches, 


The Bill prohibited any citizen from demanding ‘joutuk' at the time of marriage or 
before or after marriage. 


Any body aay lodge a complaint with the family law tribunal againet any person 
recieving or paying ‘joutuk' affixing a court fee of Taka one only. [ae published) 


Opposition Members 


Four Opposition members proposed that the Bill be circulated eliciting public opin- 
ion while five lady members of the Treasury Bench opposed the motion and said chat 
the people were against the dowry system and this had been proved through various 
mase media. 


Mr Imazuddin Pramanik of Awami League (Malek) hailed the Bill but said that it 
could be made better if public opinion was sought. 


Mr Abdul Latif Mirza of JSD withdrew his motion saying that his party had full 
support for the Bill. 


Mre Ayesha Sarder of BNP said that the Bill would safeguard the interest of the 
commonman who had been suffering for ages at the time of marriage of their 
daughters. 


Mre Gul Badan Begum of BNP suggested that a bill regarding food control at the time 
of marriage ceremonies be also considered by the House. 


Mr A BM Taleb Ali of Awami League (Malek) said that the legislation would be 
effective if the anti-dowry attitude could be developed among the people. Mr 
Sudhangsu Sekhar Halder said that after the passage of the Bill, he would not able 
to give presentation during the marriage of his only daughter whom he loved auch. 


Whip Mrs Farida Rahman said that presentation and dowry were two separate things. 
"In case of dowry coercion is used", she said. 


She said that the bill was not be passed hastily since it was introduced to the 
House in 1979. [as published) Meanwhile, he said they had received thousands of 














letters congratulating the Bill and none opposed it. [as published) She thanked 
the Opposition for supporting the Bill, 


Mer M A Mecin of Muslim League said that the punishment for the violation of the law 
should have been severer. 


Mre Hoene Ara Khan and Mre Patema Rabbani of BNP and Syeda Begum Razia Faiz also 
apoke over the Bill. 
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MINISTER REPORTS ON CIVIL AVIATION, TOURISM 
Airline Operations Described 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 5 Dec 80 p 12 


{Text} The Bangladesh Biman carried a total of 2.62 lakh passengers in interna- 
tional routes during the year 1979-80, 


Replying to a question by Shah Md Abu Zfar at Jatiya Sangead on Thureday, Civil 
Aviation and Tourtem Minister K. M. Obaidur Rahman eaid that during the year Biman 
wae able to maintain 80 per cent regularity in international flighte. 





During the year Biman flew a cotal of 5,038 international flights with a total 
cargo carrying capacity of 8000 tone. 


H eaid that Biman earned proficte in ite international flights but incurred loss 
in the domestic flights. [ae published] 


Replying to another question he said that the income of Bangladesh Biman increased 
by 16 per cent per flight on an average after enhancement of fares. 


The Minister said that Biman did not treat passengers of domestic flights with 
snacks and a eum of Taka 73.27 lakh was saved by September this year due to this. 


He said that the government had a plan to purchase two F-23-4000 aircrafts and 
spare parte worth Taka 49.23 crore during the Second Five Year Plan period. The 
government was also considering the purchase of other aircrafts during the period. 


Turning on another question from Sheikh Selim the Minister eaid Biman faced a 
total of seven accidents since the independence of the country. Four of those 
were major accidents. 


Five crew of Bangladesh Biman including two pilots and three cadet pilots died in 
accidents so far. No Biman passenger died in any of the accidents, he said. 


The Minister said that the losses suffered by Bangladesh in all accidents since 
the independence of the country have been realised from the concerned insurance 
companies. 


Replying to another question he said that Bangladesh Biman had 155 motor vehicles 
which burnt 58.48 thousand gallons of petrol, 21.36 thousand gallons of octane 
12.13 thousand gallons of diesel during the year 1979-80. 


ll 











Tourtem Statiatice Given 


Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 5 Dee 80 p 12 


[Text) A total of 41,998 tourists visited Bangladesh upto the month of August of 
the current calendar year ae againet 57,282 during the preceding year. [ae pub- 
lished) 


Replying to a question at the Jatiya Sangead, Civil Aviation and Touriem Minister 
K. J, Obaidur Rahman said the number of tourists visite in Bangladesh were 4,660, 
63,647 and 50,228 in 1972; 1975 and 1978 reapectively. 


He said that the government had already implemented a number of projects for making 
touriem facilities more attractive, These included arrangement of boarding, 
dinning, Craneport and recreation facilities for touriete at Dacca; Sylhet; 

Khulna; Cox's Basar; Kartai; Rangamati; Chittagong; Bogra; Rajehahi; Nagarbari and 
Daudkandi. [as published] 


He eaid that the government had aleo introduced training for Parjatan personnel to 
make optimum utilization of the labour force. Arrangement have also been made to 
make touriem in Bangladesh more attractive through regional and international 
touriem organisations. [as published] 


The Minister said that quite a good number of development projects in tourism are 


likely to be implemented during the Second Five Year Plan period. The government 
was now considering a 10-year big development plan (1980-90) in this regard. 
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BANGLADESH 


PETROBANGIA CHIEF ON OLL, GAS EXPLORATION 


Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 7 Dec 80 p 7 


[Article by M A Maroof Khaii, Director (Exploration): "Oil and Gas Exploration 
in Bangladesh" } 


[Text } 
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Further geological mapping was carried out by B, 0, C, in selected areas of 
Sylhet, Chittagong and Chittagong Hill Tracts during the years 1923-48, The 
other foreign oil companies like Pakistan Shell O11 Company (P, S, 0, C, ) and 


Pakistan Petroleum Limited (P,P.L,) also carried out geological investigations 


over the selected structures of the hilly areas of the eastern part of the country 
between 1947 and 1959, 





In 1961, the Government of Pakistan took specific steps for the exploration of 
oil and gas by creating the Oil and Gas Development Corporation (0,6.D.C.) with 
Soviet Technical Assistance, The 0,6,D,C, mapped many promising structures in 

Sy lhet, Chittagong and Chittagong Hill Tracts. After the emergence of Bangladesh, 
0.G.D.C, was absorbed in Petrobangla in 1974, Since independence, its geological 
party has mapped an area of about 4435 square kilometers (2545 L/Km) on 1:50,000 
scale in the districts of Sylhet, Chittagong and Chittagong Hill Tracts. 


Petrobangla geologists in cooperation with the geologists of the German Geological 
Advisory Group carried out geological investigations on 1:50,000 Scale from 1977 
for sedimentological studies of rock sections between Ranirhat and Rangamati and 
between Chandraghona and Kaptai in Chittagong Hill Tracts. 
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Pakistan Shell O11 Company (P,.S,.0,C,) Pakistan Petroleum Limited (P,.P.L.) and 
G.S.L, as contracter of §,V,0,C, P,P.L, and P,.S.0,C, carried out seismic reflec- 
tion survey from 1950 to 1964 covering selected areas of north-western, middle 
and eastern region of the the country. Seismic Survey was also carried out by 
0.G.D,C, (now Petrobangla) from 1963 till date in a few areas of the districts 
of Rangpur, Dinajpur Mymensingh, Tangail Dacca Comilla, Sylhet Noakhali, Barisal 
Chittagong and Chittagong Hill Tracts and have covered 6069 line kilometers. 
Except the hilly areas of the northern and the eastern part of the country, con- 
ditions for the rest of she areas are very favourable for short-hole drilling and 
good reflection horizons are easily mapped. The Eocene Sylhet Limestone is the 
excellent reflector in the shelf areas, Gentle anticlinal structures are found 
in the Surma Basin and also at the eastern part of the frontal fold belt where 
the subsurface structure is relatively more simple. In absence of seismic survey 
in the Chittagong Hill Tracts, the structural style at depth is now known. Under 
the Production Sharing Agreement, six foreign oil companies started seismic survey 
in the Bay of Bengal in 1974--76 and covered 31979 line kilometers and quite a 
good number of structures were located, 





Under the Technical Aid Agreement with the Government of the Federal Republic of 
Germany, the Prakla-Seismos, a German Geophysical Contractor is engaged in digital 
seismic exploration surveys in co-operation with Petrobangla in the Raishahi- 
Pabna-Bogra-Faridpur, Sitakund and Sylhet areas and it has covered a total of 
1024 linear kilometers, The results of this seismic survey in the Hinge-Zone 
area have yielded important new information for exploration targets. Thick 
sedimentary rocks occur below the Sylhet Limestone. The Hinge-Zone Area covered 
by PK--l represents the transition zone between the Paleocene Eocene 
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drilled two shallow wells on Patharia Structure, Though indications of oil were 
found but no commercial production was established, Sue to the second world war 
and the partition of India, no drilling was done in this part of the world during 
1934--50, The exploration activities entered into a new phase after 1951 and in 
subsequent years, most part of the country was geophysically surveyed, During 
L951--66 the Pakistan Petroleum Ltd. (P,.P.L.) drilled 13 wells at Patharia, Patya, 
Sylhet, Lalmai Chhatak and Fenchuganj. This time Perseverance paid dividends and 
P.P.L, discovered commercial quantity of gas in Sylhet--3 near Haripur in 1957 
and at Chhatak in 1959, Between 1960 and 69 the Pakistan Shell Oil Company 
(P.S,0.C,) drilled 11 wells, 10 onshore and one in the Bay, It is remarkable that 
Shell Oil Company discovered gas in all the wells except that of Lalmai and 

Cox's Bazar, The Stanvac drilled one well each at Kuchma Bogra and Hazipur during 
1959--60 but all the three wells proved to be dry. 


Former 0.G.D,.C, started its first drilling in November 1964 at Jaldi with the 
help of Soviet built drilling rig. Till January 1971, 3 exploratory 4 apprisal 
and 3 geological information bore holes were drilled in Jaldi and Semutang in the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts, Among 5 wells in Semutang, only two wells were reported 
to be gas producer. Though there was gas shows in Jaldi--2 but the well was dep- 
leted after two months. Testing in Jaldi--3 were carried out in 1974--75 but 
there was no indication of any commercial flow of gas and hence the hole was 
abandoned. 
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BANGLADE SH 


MANPOWER MINISTER REPORTS ON LABOR EXPORT 


Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 4 Dec 80 pp 1, 8 





{Text} The Government was formulating a fullfledged principle regarding manpower 
export, the guidelines for which had already been placed before the Cabinet by 
ite committee on manpower and foreign employment. 


This was stated in the Jatiya Sangead on Wednesday by Mr Atauddin Khan, State 
Minister for Manpower Development and Social Welfare during the question hour, 


He told leader of the Opposition Mr Asaduzzaman Khan that persons going abroad 
with jobs were being selected on the basis of some principles The Government was 
now formulating a permanent set of princip es, 


Replying to a question of Mr Farhad Ahmed Kanchan (BNP) Mr Atauddin Khan disclosed 
that a total of 94,311 persons have gone abroad with jobs during the period between 
mid-1975 till now, 


He told Professor Mofijul Islam (BJL) that according to statistics available from 
the Bangladesh Bank, Bangladeshis working abroad have remitted a total of Taka 
573.02 crore during the period between 1979 and August 1980, 


Of che total number of persons who went aboard with employments 29,652 persons 
were sent by the Ministry while 12,338 had gone abroad through manpower recruiting 
agencies, The remaining 52,321 had gone abroad on the basis of [an] objection 
certificate (NOC), the Minister said. 


Mr Atauddin Khan told Md Mohsin that there are 307 Government recognised recruiting 
agencies for manpower export. The Minister further told hrc A S M Solaiman (GF) 
that licences of 12 recruiting agencies were cancelled on charges of malpractices 
regarding sending of Bangladeshis abroad with jobs. Besides licences of agencies 
were held up for renewal pending enquiry into allegations against them, he said, 


The Minister told another questioner that 33 doctors and 284 engineers went abroad 
with employment from January this year. 
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INDONESIAN JUTE PURCHASE--Indonesia will import 40,000 tone of raw jute from 
Bangladesh, it was officially stated in Dacca on Thursday, reports BSS. A letter 
of intent was signed on Wednesday in Jakarta between the visiting Bangladesh jute 
delegation and Indonesian Gunny Bags Producers’ Association according to an offi- 
cial source, Bangladesh has also signed another letter of intent to sell two mil- 
lion pieces of gunny bags to Indonesia. [as published] The delegation led by Mr. 
Afazuddin Fakir, MP, Chairman Bangladesh Jute Association also held meetings with 
Indonesian Trade Minister, Mr. Radius Prawiro and Junior Minister for Cooperatives 
Mr. Buetanil Arrifin. [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 5 Dec 80 
p 1) 


TRADE WITH ROK--Bangladesh and South Korea on Thursday agreed on "frequent" exchange 
of trade teams at both public and private sector levels for promoting bilateral 
trade relations says BSS. Visiting South Korean Vice Minister for Commerce and 
Industry Dr Sun Kil Kim held a meeting with State Minister for Commerce, Chowdhury 
Tanvir Ahmed Siddiky at his office on Thursday and agreed that there was a lot of 
scope to expand areas of cooperation in the trade and economic fields between the 
two countries. The Ministers also discussed propects of setting up joint ventures 
in export oriented and ship building industries. [as published] Mr Siddiky urged 
the visiting Minister who is leading a five member delegation in connection with 
the Solidarity Meeting of the Industry Ministers of Developing countries now being 
held in Dacca, to cooperate in the increasing volume of South Korean imports from 
Bangladesh. [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 5 Dec 80 p 12] 


SAUDI DONATION--The Government of Saudi Arabia has donated 4 (four) million US 
dollars towards President's Relief and Welfare Fund, reports BSS, A cheque for 
the amount was handed over by Saudi Ambassador in Bangladesh Sheikh Fouad Abdul 
Hemeed-al Khateeb to Vice-President Justice Mr Abdus Sattar at the later's Sec- 
retariat chamber in Dacca on Wednesday morning. While receiving the cheque, the 
Vice-President thanked the Ambassador and through him to the Government of Saudi 
Arabia for the donation, The Saudi Ambassador expressed his deep concern at 

the loss of life and property during recent floods and prayed for the protection 
and well-being of the brotherly people of Bangladesh, [Text] [Dacca THE 
BANGLADESH TIMES in English 4 Dec 80 p 1) 
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INDIA 


ALL-INDIA COMMUNIST PARTY PLANS MEETING 


Calcutta THE SUNDAY STATESMAN in English 14 Dec 80 p 9 


[Text] The first party congress of the newly-formed All-India Communist Party 
will be held in Delhi at the end of January, The party's central unit will be 


set up then, At present it is run by an All India Consultative Committee, whose 
secretary if Mrs Roga Deshpande, 


An AICP leader, Mr Ananta Majhi, said in Calcutta on Saturday that the party has 
not been able to set up units in all the States, Its largest unit was in Uttar 
Pradesh where it claimed to have about 13,000 members, A membership drive was 
going on in other States, including West Bengal, Mr Majhi said the party was 
being strict in admiting new members, 


A newsweekly, sympathetic to the party's political line, is being published from 
Bombay, Its editor is Mr Bani Deshpande of the Congress (I). In its first issue, 
it alleged that the police and the CPI have been jointly harassing the AICP wor- 
kers in Andhra Pradesh, the home-State of the CPI general secretary, Mr Rajeshwara 
Reo, 


Referring to the meeting between the Soviet President, Mr Leonid Brezhnev and 

the CPI leaders in Delhi, Mr Majhi said the Communist Party of Soviet Union was 
bound to tell the CPI that it was following a wrong line by opposing Mrs Gandhi, 
who represented the anti-imperialist national bourgeoisie in India and who was the 
“only friend" of the Soviet Union in South Asia, 
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PUBLIC ACCOUNTS OFFICE REPORTS ON FOREIGN EXPERTS 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 19 Dec 80 p 5 


The Public Accounts 
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KARNATAKA LEADER 4 PFOINTS SEVEN NEW MINISTERS 
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INDIA 


LOK DAL PRESIDENT SUSPENDS SENIOR LEADER 


TE ae ai 
i 





tf 
4 ie 
os ital ah ij 


if i Ee mf 


ce 






Madras THE HINDU in English 20 Dec 80 p 1 


(Text } 
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BHARATIYA JANATA ISSUES ‘POLICY DOCUMENT’ 
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{Text ) 
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INDIA 


INDO-UAE JOINT COMMISSION DECISIONS TOLD 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 21 Dec 80 p 9 


{Text ) 
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INDIA 


KERALA BJP LEADER SAYS MARXISTS ABUSE LAW 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 21 Dee 60 p 12 
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BJP GENERAL SECRETARY TALKS TO PRESS 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 15 Dec 80 p 5 
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‘’ KERALA CONFERENCE 
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CPI(M) POLITBURO COMMENTS ON BREZHNEV VISIT 


Calcutta THE SUNDAY STATESMAN in English 14 Dec 80 pp 1, 9 
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MONGOLIAN DELEGATION CALLS ON PRESIDENT 
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CPL LEADER ISSUES STATEMENT ON GANDHI APPEAL 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 14 Dec 80 pp 1,5 
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GANDHI CLARIFIES STAND ON GOVERNMENT FORM 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 12 Dec 80 p 9 
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TAMIL NADU FORMS BACKWARD CLASSES CORPORATION 
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GANDHI SEEKS FORMULA TO DEFINE BACKWARD CLASSES 


Madras THE HINDU in English 13 Dec 80 p 7 


[Text ] 





4a sa i 
iit Le 5 i. i 


- Hip i 
r Hiei eri 





atelk Ei: ft: : 


i i rf te 


all i 1 


a 


i a 


ne 

















4220 


cso: 





33 








INDIA 





GANDHI SPEAKS AT KOLAR GOLD MINES CELEBRATION 
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CORRESPONDENT TELLS STORY OF KOLAR GOLD MINES 
Calcutta THE SUNDAY STATESMAN in English 21 Dec 80 p 7 
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DELHI REPORTED CONCERNED OVER GROWING DEFICIT 
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INDIA REPORTED TO DEVELOP MISSILE CAPACITY 


New Deihi PATRIOT in English 13 Dee 80 pp 1, 7 
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DIFFERENCES AMONG MARXIST COMMUNISTS TOLD 
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MEGHALAYA CABINET RESHUFFLE REPORTED 
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NATIONAL PLAN TO INTERLINK RIVERS DESCRIBED 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 14 Dec 80 p 13 
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COMMERCE MINISTER TELLS STRATEGY TO COVER DEFICIT 
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USSR REPORTEDLY WILL SUPPLY INDIA WITH MIG-255 
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INDO-BULGARIAN GROUP HOLDS NATIONAL PARLEY 
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PADDY PROCUREMENT FOR 1980 UP BY 1.5 MILLION TONS 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 15 Dec 80 p 20 
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TATA INSTITUTE SCIENTISTS SEEK LOST BALLOON 


Madras THE HINDU in English 13 Dec 80 p 1 
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KAUL: FOREIGN EXCHANGE NEEDED FOR OLL IMPORTS 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 21 Dec 80 p 7 
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ANDHRA PRADESH NAXALITES STEP UP ACTIVITY 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 15 Dec 80 pl 
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TRIPURA BORDER CONTROL~-Agartala, 12 Dec: The Tripura Government today decided 
to seal some portion of the State's north-eastern border near the tri-junction 
with Mizoram and Bangladesh, The Chief Minister, Mr Nripen Chakravorty, told 
newemen that the decision was taken at a meeting of the State Cabinet. [Text] 
[Madras THE HINDU in English 13 Dec 80 p 9) 


LOK DAL DEFECTORS--New Delhi, 14 Dec: Several Lok Dal leaders in Maharasatra 

and Uttar Pradesh joined the Congress (1) here today, They were admitted to the 
party by Mrs Indira Gandhi, According to Mr Vasantrao Patil, AICC (I) general 
secretary, they include Mr Shanker Rao Patil, general secratary of the Hamirpur 
District Bar Association in U,P,, Mr Dinesh Kumar Kanwar of Ghazabad, Mr Ram 
Pravesh Giri, organising secretary of the Rajya Police Karmachari Parishad, U.P, 
and Mr Gaje Singh, former general secretary of the Delhi Lok Dal, [Text] [Bombay 
THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 15 Dec 80 p 1) 


UAE INVESTMENT PLANS--Abu Dhabi, 14 Dec: The United Arab Emirates would like to 
invest its petro-dollars in Indian industry and “for India there will be no limits 
from our side," This was stated by the UAE minister of state for foreign affaires, 
Mr Rashid Abdullah, in an interview with PTI today. Mr. Abdullah leaves this 

week for India to take part in the Indo-UAE joint commission meeting in Delhi 

from December 19, He said tha UAE would like to have a part in India's new invest- 
ment plan, During his visit to India, he said, he would look into this policy. 

In the past, Mr Abdullah said, this matter had been considered both in Delhi and 
Abu Dhabi, Mr Abdullah said, "I am going to Delhi with an open mind and if some 
specific programme is put before me, it will be looked into, We are prepared to 
share this plan." He said the UAE would be interested in joint projects in which 
its gas and oil is used with India's raw materials and technical knowhow, Such 
joint projects, he thought, would benefit both India and the UAE, Mr Abdullah 
thanked India for its support in the Palestinian cause, He said India and the 

UAE had excellent relations and "we are happy and satisfied with what we get." 
[Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 15 Dec 80 p 6] 


ANDAMANS TERRITORIAL COUNCIL--New Delhi, 20 Dec: The Andaman and Nicobar Islands 
will have a territorial council within the next three months, Mr Zail Singh, 

Union home minister, announced today. The Union territory now has no representative 
body of its people although it sends a member to the Lok Sabha. Mr Zail Singh 

told his ministry's advisory committe on the islands that the proposed council 
would give the people of the Union territory a meaningful say in its administration 
and on programmes for their betterment and welfare. The 19-member advisory 
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committee ia composed of the sole MP and prominent citizen of the territory, 
including municipal and block development board members, and meets irregularly, 

Mr Yogendra Makwade, minister of state for home affairs, was present at the commit~- 
tee meeting which lasted almost three hours today, [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF 
INDIA in English 21 Dec 80 p 9) 


AID TO NAXALITES--Trivandrum, 20 Dec: The Kerala home minister, Mr T K Ramakrishnan, 
has claimed that Canadian aid for the Nagalite movement in the country had been 
proved, In an article he has contributed to "Chandrakantam", a Congress (U) 
magazine, Mr Ramakrishnan said the financial aid was coming as subscription to 
Naxalite publications and advertisements in them, He aleo said that Naxalite 
literature circulated in the country had been printed in Canada, Mr Ramakrishnan 
also disclosed that the government had in its possessions enough evidence to an- 
ticipate that the Naxalites in Kerala were planning to repeat terroriem and murder 
as they did in the state in 1969-70, The evidence came from some of the Naxalites 
who -s arrested, he said, [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 21 Dec 80 
p 13 


JAMMU, KASHMIR, TRIPURA PLANS--New Delhi, 20 Dec: The Sixth Plan outlay for 
Jammu and Kashmir will be Re 900 crores, and the size of its annual plan for 
1980-81 will be Re 160 crores, reports UNI, Tripura will have an outlay of 

Re 245 crores for its Sixth Plan, and the size of the anmal Plan (1981-82) will 
be Re 45 crores, While the Kashmir Plan was finalized here today at a meeting 
between the State Chief Minister, Sheikh Abdullah and che Union Planning Minister, 
Mr Narayan Datt Tiwari, that of Tripura was decided on yesterday. The Tripura 
Chief Minister, Mr Nripen Chakravorty was with Mr Tiwari when the Plan was being 
finalized, [Text] [Calcutta THE SUNDAY STATESMAN in English 21 Dec 80 p 1) 


DELHI POPULATION FIGURES--New Delhi, Dec 11: Delhi's population is expected to 

be 12,2 million by the turn of the century, the Minister for Works and Housing, 
Mr Bhishma Narain Singh, told the Rajya Sabha yesterday. This figure was double 
that of the present population, The Minister also disclosed that the Delhi 

Deve lopment Authority had begun the “necessary exercise" for the second development 
plan for Delhi, The present master plan envisaged to accommodate 4.5 million 
people, This had been revised to accommodate about 5,3 million people. [Text] 
[Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 12 Dec 80 p 4] 


RAJASTHAN SIXTH PLAN APPROVAL--New Delhi, December 20--Rajasthan has been allocated 
an outlay of Rs, 2,025 crores for the sixth plan. This is Rs, 275 crores more than 
the last plan allocation. The total plan expenditure in the state since the incep- 
tion of planning in 1951 has been Rs. 1963 crores, Thus, the outlay for the sixth 
plan is more than the plan investment over the last 30 years. The allocation was 
finalised at a meeting of the chief minister of Rajasthan, Mr. Jagannath Pahadia, 
with the Union planning minister, Mr. N.D. Tewari. Mr. Pahadia said that the power 
potential of the state will be substantially increased to help accelerate the pace 
of growth in the key sectors. The Kota thermal project will have the first phase 
commissioned in January, 1982, with another 110 Mw. In addition, the extension 
of this project would provide another 420 Mw in the next five years. In addition 
to the state plan investment, Rs. 500 crores would be spent through the Centrally- 
sponsored schemes, An additional Rs, 1,500 crores is envisaged to flow through 
institutional s:urces, An outlay of Rs. 340 crores has also been approved for 
1981-82. [Excerpt] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 21 Dec 80 p 1) 
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BRIEFS 


RURAL WORKERS AlD--Labor Minister Blas F. Ople cited yesterday a package of 
measures to be implemented by his ministry this year aimed at increasing the 
income of rural workers. Ople said the labor ministry, through ite Rural 
Workers Office, had completed plans that would permit intensification of 
present socio-economic and income-generating programs for rural labor. He 

said the social amelioration program found effective in helping sugar workers 
will be recommended for adoption in other industries, especially the distressed 
coconut industry. Ople said the annual cash bonuses distributed to sugar 
workers coupled with several socioeconomic projects proved successful in pro- 
tecting their well-being. [Text] [Manila DAILY EXPRESS in English 10 Jan 81 


p 3) 
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PRC TRADE PACT--Colombo, 20 Dec: The rubber-rice trade pact between Sri Lanka 
and China has been renewed for another year, following week-long trade talks held 
in Colombo with the visiting trade delegation from China, The pact, valid from 
January 1, to December 31, 1981, provides for Sri Lanka to export 20,000 tonnes 
of rubber in exchange for 80,000 tonnes of rice. The figures for thie year are 
30,000 tonnes of rubber and 150,000 tonnes of rice, The trade protocol between 
the two countries was signed at a ceremony held at the Bandarnaike Memorial 
International Conference Hall yesterday, It is the fourth annual contract con- 
cluded under the sixth five-year trade agreement which was signed in Peking in 
October 1977 between the two countries, The agreement also provides for Sri 
Lanka to purchase diesel oil, kerosene, chemicals, textiles and light industrial 
products from China and for Sri Lanka to export coconut oil, cocoa, medicinal 
herbs, tea and precious stones, [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 
21 Dec 80 p 9) 
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